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Susan.Harness@colostate.edu
Education:

B.A. Anthropology, University of Montana, Missoula, Montana 1983

M.A. Cultural Anthropology, Colorado State University Fort Collins, CO, 2006


Thesis:   “After the Indian Adoption Project:  A Search for Identity”

Professional Experience:

Oral Historian


Fort Collins Museum, Fort Collins, CO.   Brenda Martin, PhD.

Research Associate


Tri-Ethnic Center for Prevention Research, Colorado State University, CO

Research Assistant: 

Fort Collins Local History Archive, Fort Collins, CO  

Tri-Ethnic Center for Prevention Research, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO.

Council Oak Evaluation and Training.  Fort Collins, CO    

Roe Bubar, J.D., Dept. of Social Work, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO  

Teaching Assistant

Norberto Valdez, PhD., Dept of Anthropology, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO  80523

Field Experience and Employment:

March, 2009 to present:  Research Associate/Field Director.  Tri-Ethnic Center for Prevention Research – American Indian Youth Drug and Alcohol Survey.  Conduct  and synthesize literature reviews; create informational materials regarding the survey; contact and recruit schools for survey participation; present information about research; produce and disseminate reports to participating schools; assist in producing written reports for granting agency.

February, 2009: Assistant Trainer, Community Readiness.  Tri-Ethnic Center for Prevention Research.  Assist in community readiness training presented to Health Action for Kids, a non-profit focused on increasing physical activity and nutrition awareness to children and adults through a variety of programs.

2007-2009:  Archival Research Assistant. Fort Collins Local History Archive, Fort Collins Museum.  Inventory, catalogue and organize donated materials; research and write educational programs for radio broadcast; research and create  two-dimensional exhibits illustrating important aspects of Fort Collins history; record, inventory, catalogue and index oral histories; inventory, catalogue and organize the museum’s collection of over 1,000 maps; assist patrons in their research by answering questions, locating sources or doing direct research using a variety of tools including books, files, photos and database sources.  
2006:  Research Assistant, Community Readiness.  Tri-Ethnic Center for Prevention Research, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO Youth Violence.  Collected information through conduct of telephone surveys with key community personnel regarding issues of teen violence and teen violence prevention as well as seat belt use and injury prevention, using the Community Readiness Model developed by the Tri-Ethnic Center for Prevention Research.   
2006 through present:  Oral History Specialist.   The Soapstone Oral History Project, Fort Collins Museum.  Create structured and/or semi-structured research instruments.  Conduct, record, transcribe and analyze qualitative interviews with persons who had resided in, used, or seasonally visited the Soapstone Open Space Area in Northern Colorado.  Interviewees include ranchers, natural resource experts, American Indian representatives, archaeologists, and historians.  Implemented the use of Atlas.ti, a qualitative software program, to analyze data.  Conduct an extensive literature review regarding the research area and create reports of the cultural information gleaned from this research. The purpose of this study is to gather cultural and historical information, augmenting existing environmental knowledge in the creation of interpretive materials

2006:    July-August.   Research Assistant, Community Readiness.  Council Oak Evaluation, Fort Collins, CO.  80523.  Collected information by conducting Community Readiness phone surveys for an evaluation of methamphetamine usage in specific western American Indian tribes.

2004-2006: Researcher. Master’s Degree, Cultural Anthropology.  Conduct thorough literature search of the issue.  Design and create a qualitative and quantitative research instrument using knowledge of methodologies.  Collect data and information from nearly 80 individuals through the use of written surveys, verbal surveys, and telephone surveys.  Analyze data using Atlas.ti, a qualitative research software program.  Synthesized data with already existing research.  Thesis accepted May 2006.

2006:  April.  Research Assistant, Community Readiness.  Tri-Ethnic Center for Prevention Research.  Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO.  Present to and collect information from a Montana Native American focus group regarding a PowerPoint presentation on inhalant prevention designed to address Native American concerns.

2006:  Jan-Feb.   Research Assistant, Community Readiness.  Council Oak Evaluation, Fort Collins, CO.  80523.  Collected information by conducting Community Readiness phone surveys for an evaluation of methamphetamine usage in specific Oklahoma counties.

2003-2006:   Research Associate, Community Readiness. Tri-Ethnic Center for Prevention Research.  Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO.  Conduct phone surveys on methamphetamine and inhalant use.  Scored surveys as well as manage scheduling of survey scoring to achieve results in a timely manner. Enter data and record results.  Collect and categorize various literatures from a wide variety of sources regarding inhalant use; create a database of information for a resource booklet to be published by the Tri-Ethnic Center.  Analyze interviews to examine underlying themes of domestic partner violence.

2005:  Dec.  Research Assistant.  Bubar and Hall Consultants, Fort Collins, CO.  Attend meeting and record  the participant’s verbal interactions of a focus group on sexual assault within the American Indian community. 

2005:  Jan-May.  Teaching Assistant, Colorado State University, Department of Anthropology, Fort Collins, CO  80523.  Produce study aides, notes, and PowerPoint presentations of lectures; explore student’s learning through the construction of written quizzes and tests; work collaboratively with the professor on mid-term and final exams; score exams and post scores on the course website.  Update student information, answer questions, schedule and hold several exam study sessions.   

2004:  Apr.-Oct.  Research Assistant, Colorado State University, Department of Social Work, Fort Collins, CO  80523.  Research and produce a literature review regarding issues of domestic violence and program evaluations; conduct phone surveys for a program evaluation of a domestic violence shelter serving an Indian tribal community.

2003: 
July-Sept.  Project Manager, Associated Cultural Resource Experts, Littleton, CO.  Track progress of archaeological survey work along a surveyed corridor stretching from Colorado, through Wyoming and North Dakota. 

2000-2002:  Student.  Department of Education, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO  80523    Completion of all coursework and partial completion of student teaching assignment towards a BA in secondary education.

1995-1998: Bookkeeping Assistant, Accounts Receivables.  Cincinnati Time, Fort Collins. CO.  Balance and post accounts receivables, make deposits and schedule appointments.  

1987-1998: Freelance writer.  Self-employed. Submit queries, write and submit articles to various magazines that specialize in information regarding archaeology, anthropology, history, wildlife and travel.  Publishing credits include Montana Journal, Montana Outdoors, Fort Collins Coloradoan, and the Fort Collins Business World, Hopscotch for Girls and Quest for Boys. 

1993:
Mar-Sept.  Archaeologist.  Electrical Systems Consultants.  Fort Collins, CO. Conduct surface surveys for the Bureau of Indian Affairs in collaboration with a tribal archaeologist for the Colorado River Indian Reservations and Fort Mojave Indian Reservation.  Produce written report on findings and recommendations.  

1993:  
Archaeological assistant, Blanz Site.  Fort Collins Chapter of the Colorado Archaeological Society.  Participate in subsurface excavation and preservation of bison bones near Fort Collins, CO.  

1991:  Archaeological assistant, Biscuit Hill Site.  Fort Collins Chapter of the Colorado Archaeological Society.  Participate in subsurface excavation and mapping of a tipi ring site near Fort Collins, CO.  

1984-1987:  Purchasing Assistant.  University of Montana Physical Plant.  Missoula, MT.  Gather and assemble product information, collect telephone or written bids and quotes, record inventory information.  Established record-keeping practices for auditing purposes.  

1984:  
Spring.  Field Technician, University of Montana, Rattlesnake Wilderness Area surface survey, and Flathead Indian Reservation.  Conduct surface survey, identify historic and prehistoric sites, collect artifacts for lab analysis, map cultural structures and ecological vegetation areas as well as collect an ethnographic history or the area.

1983-1984:  Assistant to the State Folklorist, Missoula, Montana.  Data entry and edit historical bibliography of Montana ranching.  Transcribe taped interviews that contained historical information of Montana ranchers.

1983:  
Seasonal Interpretation Park Ranger. Mesa Verde National Park, CO.  Conduct informational tours as well as and interpret the park’s geological, biological and ethnographic history.  Interpret the archaeological significance of the ancient Anasazi or Ancient Puebloan cultures of the area. 

1981:  
October.  Archaeological Field School, Wibaux, Montana.  Conduct surface survey, subsurface testing, collection, mapping and ecological analysis.   Published report.  

1981:  
Seasonal Park Ranger, Carlsbad Caverns National Park, New Mexico.  Produce and conduct talks and other presentations of the caverns’ geologic history, limestone formations, people’s ecological impact as well as current environmental protection.  Present nightly informational programs to approximately 1200 park visitors about the Mexican Freetail bat population that seasonally inhabited the caverns.   Special project: provide guided tour informing visitors of prehistoric indigenous cultures.

1981:  
Spring.  Field Technician, University of Montana, Cameron Buffalo Jump.  Conduct surface survey, and subsurface testing of possible archaeological sites, map sites and cultural material found at sites as well as provide an ecological analysis of the buffalo jump site.

1980:  Summer. Seasonal Informational Assistant.  Yellowstone National Park, WY.  Provide interpretation of environmental, historical and cultural information to visitors.  Special project:  interpretation of the Sheepeaters, a branch of the Shoshone tribe who inhabited what is now Yellowstone Park.

1979:  
Fall. University of Montana, Missoula, MT.  Laboratory Technician.  Conduct laboratory analysis through the measurement and recording of various projectile points for the department’s research program.  

1978-1979:  Purchasing secretary for Yellowstone Young Adult Conservation Corp (YACC).  Filled out and submitted forms to purchase equipment and supplies for the ongoing running of the organization.

Trainings: 

Violence Prevention Training.  Colorado State University.  October 16, 2006 Poudre Valley Hospital.  Organized by the Injury Prevention Research Center at Colorado State University.  

Memberships:  

2007 American Anthropological Association

2005-2009 Society for Applied Anthropology

1988-93 Colorado Archaeological Society, Fort Collins Chapter, 

1989-90 – President

1991-92 - Vice President

1993 - Historian/Editor

1990-93 Penpointers, A Writer's Critique Group

1992 – Secretary 

1993 – President

1991-93 National Writer's Club

1986-87 Leadership Missoula
Media Interviews:

The Adoption Show:  October 15, 2006.  Topic:  Native Transracial Adoption. 

Publications: 

Books:


 Harness, Susan, Mixing Cultural Identities Through Transracial Adoption: Outcomes of the Indian Adoption Project (1958-1967). Edwin Mellen Press, NY.  2009


Articles:  Over 60 journalistic articles pertaining to cultural, historical or environmental information, including:
	Title
	Genre
	Journal/Paper
	Citation

	American Indians combined celebrations
	historical, non-fiction
	The Coloradoan
	Dec. 18, 1994, B3

	Area's settlers valued education
	historical, non-fiction
	The Coloradoan
	Sept. 17,1995, B5

	Broth from hell' stirred up not debate on prohibition
	historical, non-fiction
	The Coloradoan
	Jan. 1, 1995, B6

	Cabin provides window to area history
	historical, non-fiction
	The Coloradoan
	Jan. 15, 1995, B3

	Cheyenne Indian Girl
	juvenile, non-fiction
	Hopscotch for Girls
	1995

	Chief Ouray was caught in middle of winds of change
	historical, non-fiction
	The Coloradoan
	Aug. 13, 1995, B5

	Father de Smet: The Life of a Missionary
	historical, non-fiction
	Montana Journal
	Sept./Oct., 1998, Vol. 13, No. 5, p. 3

	Fremont's expedition in San Juans led to disaster
	historical, non-fiction
	The Coloradoan
	July 23,1995, B3

	Frontier 'justice' handed down with or without consent of law
	historical, non-fiction
	The Coloradoan
	Jan. 22, 1995, B3

	History Depends on Perspective of Writer
	historical, non-fiction
	The Coloradoan
	Nov. 13, 1994, B2

	Immigrants built homes with natural materials
	historical, non-fiction
	The Coloradoan
	Apr. 30, 1995, B3

	Immigrants earned place in history, but myth contends they came from clouds
	historical, non-fiction
	The Coloradoan
	Apr. 23, 1995, B3

	Jewish settlers enriched state history
	historical, non-fiction
	The Coloradoan
	Nov. 27, 1994, B4

	Montana's Gateway to the Past: The National Bison Range
	travel/tourism
	Montana West, Recreation Guide
	1992, p. 14

	Pioneers and English compete for land
	historical, non-fiction
	The Coloradoan
	March 12, 1995, B2

	She fought bigotry with grace and wit
	historical, non-fiction
	The Coloradoan
	March 5, 1995, B6

	She sought western adventure and left the legacy in her letters
	historical, non-fiction
	The Coloradoan
	April 16, 1995, B5

	St. Mary's: A Jesuit Mission
	historical, non-fiction
	Montana Journal
	Sept/Oct, 1994,  cover story

	Trail paved to history
	historical, non-fiction
	The Coloradoan
	Jan. 8, 1995, B5

	Trapper makes ugly mark in history
	historical, non-fiction
	The Coloradoan
	Jan. 29, 1995, B5

	Treaties Shatter Tribes
	historical, non-fiction
	The Coloradoan
	April 9, 1995, B3

	Tribes may not have understood treaties
	historical, non-fiction
	The Coloradoan
	April 2, 1995, B5

	White River massacre Meeker's final chapter
	historical, non-fiction
	The Coloradoan
	Aug. 27, 1995, B5

	Women in tribes carried on herbal medicine traditions
	historical, non-fiction
	The Coloradoan
	June 25, 1995, B3


(Articles available upon request.)

Presentations:

October 25, 2008. Tour leader. Fort Collins Museum Terror Tours.  Fort Collins, CO. “Historical Happenings and Hauntings of Old Town”.

July 26, 2008.  Panelist.  Red Thread Celebration - A China Adopteen Conference.  Denver, CO.  “American Indian Transracial Adoption”. 

April 28-May 1, 2008. Panelist and presenter. University of Wisconsin, Platteville, WI.  “The Stolen Generation: 1943-1978”.  

February, 2008.  Presenter.  Texas/Southwest Society of Popular Culture Conference.  Albuquerque, NM.  “After the Indian Adoption Project: A Search for Identity”.

November, 2007.  Panelist.  Native American Awareness Month.  Fort Collins Public Library, Fort Collins, CO.  “Walking in Two Worlds; Belonging to Neither: American Indian Transracial Adoption”.

November, 2007. Presentor.  Native American Awareness Month.  Native American Student Services, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO.  “Impact of Transracial Adoption on Native Communities.”

April, 2007.  Seminar Presentor. Colorado Injury Control Research Center, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO, “Violence and American Indian Transracial Adoption”. 

April, 2006.  Presentor.  Annual Conference for the Society for Applied Anthropology.  Vancouver, B.C., “After the Indian Adoption Project:  A Search for Identity”

Poudre R-1 Schools, Fort Collins, CO:  

 1993  "Anthropology:  How Its Facets Helps Archaeologists"  

 1994-1999 "Archaeology and Colorado's Prehistory".  

 2000  Indian and U.S. government interaction: constitutions and treaties.

 2005 Policies of Assimilation by the U.S. Government 1830-1960

 2006  The Changing Face of Anthropology: Research and Ethnics.

Turning Point.  Fort Collins, CO  


2002  “American Indians and Ethnicity”

 Division for Continuing Education, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO  80523

1994 Adult series "Indian Tribes of Northern Colorado”.

1995 Trails and Explorations: Opening the West

1996 Immigrants of Colorado

Questors:


2000 Colorado Historical Architecture: Ties to the Homeland
Awards

Night Walker Certificate of Appreciation, Fort Collins, CO May 14, 1994

Colorado State University Graduate School:  $500 travel award

Society for Applied Anthropology:  $500 Spicer Travel Award

Service to the Community:

Volunteer: Rocky Mountain Raptor Center, Fort Collins, CO.  2008-2009

Volunteer: Crossroads at the Council Tree Native American Music Festival, Fort Collins Museum, Fort Collins, CO, 2003-2005
Parent Co-Chair, Parent-Teacher Organization. Linton Elementary School, Fort Collins, CO 1998-1999

Assistant Den Leader, Pack 184, Cub Scouts, Fort Collins, CO 1994-1997

Volunteer, Northern Colorado Indian Powwow Association, Fort Collins, CO 1993-1996

Volunteer: Nightwalker: An organization benefiting people on western Indian reservations.  1990-1994

References:   Available upon request.
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